
 

 
 

 
 

Jailed Anonymous hacker Jeremy Hammond: 'My days of hacking are 
done' 

 

 

Jeremy Hammond, the Anonymous hacktivist who released millions of 

emails relating to the private intelligence firm Stratfor, has denounced 
his prosecution and lengthy prison sentence as a “vengeful, spiteful act” 

designed to put a chill on politically-motivated hacking. 

Hammond was sentenced on Friday at federal court in Manhattan to the 

maximum 10 years in jail, plus three years supervised release. He had 
pleaded guilty to one count under the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act 
(CFAA) flowing from his 2011 hack of Strategic Forecasting, Inc, known as 

Stratfor. In an interview with the Guardian in the Metropolitan Correction 
Center in New York, conducted on Thursday, he said he was resigned to a 

long prison term which he sees as a conscious attempt by the US 
authorities to put a chill on political hacking. 

He had no doubt that his sentence would be long, describing it as a 
"vengeful, spiteful act". He said of his prosecutors: "They have made it 
clear they are trying to send a message to others who come after me. A lot 

of it is because they got slapped around, they were embarrassed by 
Anonymous and they feel that they need to save face.” 

Most pointedly, Hammond suggested that the FBI may have manipulated 
him to carry out hacking attacks on “dozens” of foreign government 
websites. During his time with Anonymous, the loose collective of hackers 

working alongside WikiLeaks and other anti-secrecy groups, he was often 
directed by a individual known pseudonomously on the web as “Sabu”, the 

leader of the Anonymous-affiliated group Lulzsec, who turned out to be an 
FBI informant. 
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